FORENSIC EXERCISE
POSTURE:
You represent Ronald Jones. Ronald goes by RJ.  Ronald is 13 years old.  His birthday is on 3/1/2013.
RJ was referred via APD Detective Hegan for charges of 1st degree reckless injury and armed robbery. According to Detective Hegan, on 5/12/2026, police were notified about a gunshot victim who arrived at the Main St. Medical Clinic. The victim was a passenger in a black SUV that pulled up to the clinic with an apparent gunshot wound to the chest. The victim arrived with two witnesses who explained that the victim was robbed and shot. The incident occurred near the intersection of East Main Street and Fourth Street. The incident was caught on a Ring doorbell camera in the area. It showed five individuals arriving on the scene, two of whom got into a vehicle with the victim and the two witnesses. The two individuals were reportedly there to buy vape cartridges. Shots were fired and the two individuals ran off with the vape cartridges while the victim, who survived the shooting, was driven to the clinic. RJ and the four other individuals were all identified with the help of Anytown Middle School staff. The other four have not yet been apprehended and their information was not provided at the time of this referral. RJ was identified as matching the description of the shooter provided by the victim and the witnesses. He was taken into custody and reportedly claimed that there was a fight over the gun before it was discharged. 
At the plea hearing, the State files a petition for waiver to adult court.  The DA also tells the court that the State is considering whether or not to file an attempted homicide charge in adult court. The case is now set for a waiver hearing, but this may become a reverse waiver situation.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION ABOUT RJ:
RJ is currently in the Anytown Juvenile Detention Center.  He has one prior adjudication for battery from a fight at school.
RJ’s lives with this great-grandmother.  Records show that RJ’s mother had ongoing, significant substance abuse issues, and also had been diagnosed with bi-polar disorder. His mother did not allow any contact between Ronald and his father, and thus his father was barely a part of his life.  Growing up, Ronald went back and forth between living with his mom and living with his great grandmother. Between ages 9-11, he reported that he was mostly home alone at his mother’s apartment. From the age of three, he mostly was with his great-grandparents. His great grandfather died from lung cancer when Ronald was six years old. Ronald loves dogs as he has trouble making friends with peers.
His primary memories of his mother were of her screaming at him and telling him that he was a mistake.  At some point, she was served a restraining order and is not permitted to have contact with him. She was physically and emotionally abusive. However, his great grandmother [and great-grandfather for the time he was alive] made him feel loved and he felt well cared for by them. His great-grandmother is ‘in her 80’s’ and she is the only person who visits him at the detention center, outside of his attorney.

RJ admits to self-medicating with marijuana, and had just started using it since returning to his great-grandmother’s home from Tomorrow’s Children.  
RJ has had an IEP (Individualized Education Program) since  4th grade for emotional and behavioral issues.  He struggles to make friends, and experienced bullying at school.  In 5th grade, he was suspended for a significant time due to destroying property and hitting and kicking staff. Records show he was sent to Tomorrow’s Children, a licensed residential care center for boys and girls experiencing severe behavioral emotional disturbances. He reported hating the facility and feeling unsafe there.  He reported being sexually abused there and having countless issues with peers.  It is distressing for him to talk about that experience. Around age 12 he was able to return to live with his grandmother and went to the 6th grade at East Middle School. He liked the teachers there and was able to be integrated with other kids during the day. However, he continued to have issues with his temper and would occasionally be sent home for swearing, fighting and other negative behaviors. He was attending East Middle School up until his arrest for this case.  
RJ recounted hating online classes at previous schools.  Due to behavioral issues, he was often isolated at school. He has played football in the past and liked practices and games. While in detention, he attends school, sees a counselor once a week and has visits his grandmother twice a week. 

Other scenarios:
1. What if RJ was 16 instead of 13?
2. What if the victim of the shooting died?
3. What if RJ was charged with acting as another, just present at the time of the shooting, and not identified as having the gun?
4. What if RJ had an extensive juvenile record?
5. What if the “extensive” juvenile record turned out to be services offered but never received? 
6. What if RJ was involved with the child welfare system?
7. How might RJ’s race have an impact on your arguments?
a. Specifically with regard to RJ’s education?
b. Specific to the arrest?
c. Specific to the recommendation for transfer?
8. What additional information would you want to gather in preparing for the transfer hearing? 
9. What experts would you want to hire?
a. How do we ensure that this child’s trauma and childhood is not held against him as an aggravating factor?
b. What specific aspects of the case would you want to hire an expert for?
 
Seriousness of the alleged offense and whether community protection requires transfer.
Whether the offense was committed in an aggressive, violent, premeditated, or willful manner.
Whether the offense was against persons or property.
The prosecutive merit of the complaint (i.e., strength of the evidence).
Desirability of trial and disposition in one court when co-defendants are adults.
Sophistication and maturity of the juvenile.
Record and previous history of the juvenile.
Prospects for adequate protection of the public and likelihood of reasonable rehabilitation within the juvenile system.
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