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SUGIAL WORK & MITIGATION
I THE LEGAL FIELD:




e Individual, Family, Community

e Socio-economics, Race, History

» Mental Health, Substance Use, ACEs

e Engagement Techniques

o Storytelling

e Investigation, Record Collection,
Experts




Communication
Ie Connection

Attorney-Client Privilege:

. Legal Terms:
Chilc attorney translator
parent/guardian J
Age & Developmental Stage Power Dynamics

Primary Language

Nonverbal Cues

Flow with the Conversation

Open-ended Questions



how are
you?
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CREATIVITY

TURNING THE COMPLEX
INTO CLARITY

Our job is to simplify the way
the events storytelling the case is understood.



LELY

DECSION-MAKERS oo
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CONGEPTS 10O
SOMETHING THEY

Use plain language




indvidual & family community & culture past & present & future

EXPLORING
THE
LAYERS




4 COMMUNITY A
CONNECTIONS

o how do you define
community?

o bring community
into court

o gather info for
your reporits

* engage
community as
dispositional
options

4 PICTURES/ A
ART WORK

o engages youth in
telling their own
story

o shows the decision
makers how
creative youth are

o bringsin
community

culture

SIURVTELLINE/ PRESEATATIONS

/

TAKING THE
STAGE

e festimony vs
presentation

e showing a
powerpoint

o highlighting
report or new
information

\




VISUAL STORY

FPieces of metal that vemain in Josiah's braiy

FPhoto of the impact on Josiah's brain.




A LOVING BOND

MAMA’S BOY SIBLINGS BABY DANIEL




FORMATTING OPTIONS

1. Phvsical Abuse:

a. One of Angela’s bovinends, Mere, the father of one of her children, used to beat
Carlos. Mere was murdered in 2015,

b. Carlos and his stepfather, Erik. often fought about Carlos™ drinking and not getting Daniel’s life from 2016 to 2024
a job. Some of the fights would get physical.
2. Physical Neglect: e 2016 In the aftermath of the events that took place on May 14, 2016, Daniel began the
a. Angela experienced homelessness throughout Carlos™ childhood. They were often work to take accountability for his actions.

kicked out of Liza’s home and had to find places to stay.
b. Many of the places Angela and Carlos staved were drug houses. People would
come in and out at all hours. Gang members were present. Guns were around.
c. Carlos has asthma. He frequently missed school because he was hospitalized .
following asthma attacks. Angela’s instability meant she had difficulty monitoring * 2019 Daniel’s son Mason was bom.
his health.
d. Carlos remembers periods of time when they did not have enough food to eat.
3. Emotional Neglect:
a. Carlos’™ family describes him as someone who does not talk about his feelings and
keeps his emotions to himself. When asked about this, Carlos shared:
i. “Isaw evervone smoking [meth] and no one ever asked me how that made
me feel. No one asked me how I felt about them using dmgs ™
i1. I never had anyone to share how I felt. No one was listening to me so I
stopped trving.”
b. Angela and Liza would “alwayvs be mad™ when they were high. Frequently velling
at Carlos and his siblings.

¢ 2018 Daniel was placed on pretrial supervision.
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Confusion. Fear. He thought they went to the park to buy a gun. Why were people shooting?
Where was Damian? Where was Jayvin? He thought Damian_ the person closest to him in the
world, was shot. Carlos jumped out of Jayvin's car and started shooting. Carlos carried a gun for

protection. Was this the right time to use 1t7 Carlos was not thinking straight. He started shooting.

In the chaos after Jorge du—— 1nd Cameron @l@were shot, Carlos, Javvin and Damian
fled Cahoon Park. Adolph (. Damien’s father, who Carlos calls Tio Dope, was on the run
from his own legal troubles. Scared, Carlos and Damien joined him. Tio Dope made 1t clear to
the bovs that they needed to keep their mouths shut. If they got caught, they better not snitch on
anyone.

“My trial hurt me. Seeing those pictures. They were so young. I had to hold
my tears back.” -Carlos Gallegos describing his trial

Carlos has had several years to think about the harm he caused and the tremendously painful

impact of his actions. I don’t blame anyvone for the situation I'm 1in.” With his head down, tears

in his eyes, Carlos talks about the pain th-{ ) aﬂd-fanﬂlies must be feeling. “No
one deserves to go through that. Especially not kids. It just didn't have to happen like that.” It has
taken Carlos a while to feel comfortable enough to talk about what happened. He thought that
expressing remorse and taking responsibility for what happened would affect his case. He
believed talking about that day in Cahoon Park would negativelv impact his chances at an
appeal. With the freedom to open his heart to the emotions he has been holding 1in, Carlos brings
up his regrets without prompting. He prays for the -ancl- families. He cries over

the loss of life. He wonders, “How could that have been me?”



OF CHILDREN IN CUSTODY...

e 60% are diagnosed with ADD/ADHD,
compared to 11% of youth nationally

e 27% are diagnosed with learning disabilities,
compared to 8% of youth nationally

e 4% are diagnosed with autism, compared to
1.7% of youth nationally

e 55% of neurodivergent confined youth are
youth of color

PRISON

POLICY INITIATIVE

Source: https://www.prisonpolicy.org/blog/2025/ UB."W."}.ruurh-vi(rL@

MULTI
SYSTEMIC
THERAPY (MST)

MST is a community-
based, family-driven
intervention for youth ages
12-17 whose externalizing
behaviors put them at risk
for serious involvement in
the justice system.

MST aims to eliminate
barriers to  accessing
services by developing
small teams who work
intensively with families
providing therapy directly
in homes, schools,
neighborhoods, and other
community settings.

2023 MST
OUTCOMES IN NM

94.61%

of youth lived at
home

91.92%

of youth are in
school or working

93.27%

of youth have no
juvenile arrests

=)

Learn More —» centefoﬂnnovationnm,orgfnn'“n—ebp/r“mstf

ONLY 14% OF ALL YOUTH UNDER
18 IN THE U.S. ARE BLACK,

YET 47% OF BOYS AND
39% OF GIRLS IN JUVENILE
FACILITIES ARE BLACK.

The U.S. is failing Black children.

ource: hitps://www.prisonpolicy.org/reports/youth2025. himl
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IT'S A BALANCING ACT

o

\
P\




WHATIS OUTCOME? '
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Things we have control over: Things we can let go:
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As lawmakers debate banning shower cameras in

children’s lockups, Bernalillo County removes
theirs

Young man held 1n Juvenile Services Center says he and others convinced
themselves what they were experiencing was normal
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YOUTH

GOMMUNITY GOLLARORATIVE

INVETT iN YOUNS FR0RLE NOT FRIDONE
ENUGATION NOT INGARGERATION
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The children are always ours,
every single one of them,

all over the globe; and I am
beginning to suspect that
whoever is incapable of
recognizing this may be
incapable of morality.

- James Baldwin




THOUGHTS/QUESTIONS
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Summit history, CEUs are available!!

ualifies for 4.5 hours of CE credit!
dit, please follow the steps below:
dance sheet during this workshop.

Summit programming, for the CE verification survey email.
he CE verification survey by November 40.
ance forms through the Summit Portal.

ed above to receive your CE credit! If you have any questions, please
mmit@defendyouthrights.org
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