
GROWING
SPECIALIZATION IN
YOUTH DEFENSE 
SOCIAL WORK AND
MITIGATION 



WHO ARE WE?
ATHENA KHABARI     
Associate Professor      
Wayne State University 

Research Expertise: Suicide          
Professional Experience: Forensic SW 

EVA BUCHWALD, LCSW
Social Worker & Mitigation Specialist 

NM LOPD
Children/Youth/Young Adults 

JLWOP and Parole Preparation
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SOCIAL WORK & MITIGATION 
IN THE LEGAL FIELD:
FROM DEATH ROW TO THE
PLAYGROUND
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WHAT SOCIAL WORK BRINGS
TO THE HOLISTIC DEFENSE
TEAM & HOW TO
COMMUNICATE OUR
STRENGTHS Individual, Family, Community

Socio-economics, Race, History
Mental Health, Substance Use, ACEs
Engagement Techniques
Storytelling
Investigation, Record Collection,
Experts



Attorney-Client Privilege:
child

parent/guardian

Legal Terms:
attorney translator

Age & Developmental Stage Power Dynamics

Primary Language Nonverbal Cues

Flow with the Conversation Open-ended Questions

Communication
is Connection

CommunicationCommunication
is Connectionis Connection





GATHERING THE NARRATIVE
TELLING THE STORY



the events storytelling

CREATIVITY

TURNING THE COMPLEX
INTO CLARITY

Our job is to simplify the way
the case is understood. 



ANALOGIES HELP
DECISION-MAKERS
CONNECT
UNFAMILIAR
CONCEPTS TO
SOMETHING THEY
ALREADY
UNDERSTAND.

Find the story

Filter the noise

Focus the reader

Use plain language

Use analogies

Show, not tell 



EXPLORING
THE
LAYERS

past & present & futurecommunity & cultureindividual & family



CREATIVE REPORTS/STORYTELLING/PRESENTATIONS
COMMUNITY

CONNECTIONS
COMMUNITY

CONNECTIONS
COMMUNITY

CONNECTIONS
how do you define
community?
bring community
into court
gather info for
your reports
engage
community as
dispositional
options

PICTURES/
ART WORK
PICTURES/PICTURES/
ART WORKART WORK

engages youth in
telling their own
story
shows the decision
makers how
creative youth are
brings in
community
culture

TAKING THE
STAGE

TAKING THE
STAGE

TAKING THE
STAGE

testimony vs
presentation
showing a
powerpoint
highlighting
report or new
information



VISUAL STORYVISUAL STORYVISUAL STORY



A LOVING BOND
MAMA’S BOY SIBLINGS BABY DANIEL



FORMATTING OPTIONS







I T ’ S  A  BALANC ING  ACT



WHAT IS AN IDEAL OUTCOME?
Things we have control over: Things we can let go:
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BEST
INTEREST
VS
STATED
INTEREST

POWER
DYNAMICS

THE
SATURATION
OF TRAUMA
NARRATIVES
AND
ADOLESCENT
BRAIN
DEVELOPMENT
RESEARCH



Macro Advocacy



LAUGHCREATE

REMEMBER TO HAVE FUN!
PLAPLAYY





THOUGHTS/QUESTIONS
ATHENA KHEIBARI

A T H E N A . K H E I B A R I @ W A Y N E . E D U
EVA BUCHWALD

EVA.BUCHWALD@LOPDNM.US
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For the first time in Summit history, CEUs are available!!

This session qualifies for 1.5 hours of CE credit!
To receive credit, please follow the steps below:
Sign the attendance sheet during this workshop.

Check your email on October 30, after Summit programming, for the CE verification survey email.
Complete and submit the CE verification survey by November 10.

Access your attendance forms through the Summit Portal.

Be sure to complete all steps by the deadlines listed above to receive your CE credit! If you have any questions, please
contact summit@defendyouthrights.org
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