CONFIDENTIAL ATTORNEY WORK PRODUCT
[Child Name]
Investigation-Specific Interview Questions (Example)

Note: this questionnaire is meant to ensure that interviews are complete and needed information is sought and organized, not serve as a template for a conversation. Some questions may make more sense to ask of parents/guardians or source externally. Interviews are always primarily guided by a youth’s priority topics and their length is dictated by the youth’s age, engagement, and interviewer’s professional judgement. 

	Background

	Full Name 
	

	Date of Birth
	

	Name of Guardian(s) and Relationship
	




	Phone Number for Each Guardian 
	



	Address(es) of Guardian(s)
	










	Race
	

	Hispanic/Latinx?
	

	If Native American, are you an enrolled member of a tribe? Which tribe?
	

	Has anyone (parent, worker, youth) made statements which would suggest that the youth needs additional protections due to discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender expression? If so, what? 
	





	Originating Case(s)

	Case Number(s)
	

	Case Type(s) at Filing 
	




	Case Type(s) at Disposition
	





	Charges
	





	Disposition Type
	

	Disposition Date
	

	Sentence
	





	County
	

	Judge 
	

	Attorney
	

	Attorney Contact Info
	


	Prosecutor
	

	Case Status (i.e. 6 month reviews)
	








	Facility

	Arrival Date at Facility
	

	Previous Placements Pre-Adjudication


	

	Previous Placements Post-Adjudication


	

	Current Unit
	

	Prior Units and Reason for Relocation



	

	Facility Case Manager
	

	Facility Case Manager Contact Info
	

	System Case Manager
	

	System Case Manager Contact Info
	

	Ever previously been at Facility?
	

	What phase are you currently in? 

Have you progressed between phases in the way you anticipated? If not, why not?   
	











	Ever been on BMU/CMU? Please tell me about that. 

For each time on BMU/CMU: 
· When?
· What precipitated placement?
· How long?
· What was that experience like compared to normal units?
	











































	Anticipated Release Date, if known?
	



	Education

	Relevant Enrollment History (What schools, for how long?) 
	















	Grade Level
	

	IEP? 504 Plan? [If yes - is plan being complied with? How so? Was the plan changed when you arrived at the facility?]
	
















	ADHD?
	

	Learning disorder? 
	

	Ever placed in special education or exceptional student education before facility?
	

	Enrolled at facility school?
	

	Start Date at facility school
	

	What was the first day like? Any testing or assessments in your first weeks?
	
















	Where have you done your schoolwork? 
	














	What teachers or school employees have you worked with? What subjects? 
	










	Do you feel like you’re learning? What’s good about school? What’s challenging? 

Is this new material, or stuff you’ve learned before? 
	

	What subjects are you currently enrolled in?
	






	Are there any subjects you want to take but don’t? What are they and why?
	

	Last time you were in the facility school building?
	



	Last time you saw a teacher?
	



	How frequently do you see teachers? How long do you spend with them? Are classes ever disrupted? 
	






	What do classes look like? 
	





	Schoolwork outside of instructional time?
	





	Is schoolwork on laptops? Worksheets?
	

	Does all of your schoolwork get graded?
	

	Do you get credit for any of your classes? Which ones? Has anyone talked to you about how your credits would transfer? 
	

	Can you ask for help with your schoolwork? When can you ask and who do you ask? 
	


	Do you get feedback on your work from your teachers? 
	


	How do you get worksheets? How do you get laptops? How long are you allowed to keep them with you?
	









	Staffing

	Do you feel like there are always enough teachers? If not -  When? How often? How does this impact your schoolwork and school days?
	















	Do you feel like there are always enough RCS’s? If not - when? How often? How does this impact your day?
	












	Do you feel like there are always enough treatment staff? If not - when? How often? How does this impact your treatment?
	














	Do you have access to a therapist if you need to talk to one? How long would it take? What if you were having a crisis? Is this different on the weekend? 
	






	Food

	Where do you eat?
	

	Who do you eat with? Are you allowed to interact with them? Does that ever change? (If youth has been on BMU/room restriction - did it change then?)
	

	What is normally offered for breakfast? 
	



	What do you normally eat for breakfast?
	



	What is normally offered for lunch? 
	



	What do you normally eat for lunch?
	



	What is normally offered for dinner? 
	



	What do you usually eat for dinner?
	



	Do you get snacks? 
	

	How often? 
	


	What kind of snacks are usually offered?
	



	What do you usually eat?
	



	Do you ever buy food from the commissary? 
	



	Do you get hungry?
	



	Do they ever threaten to withhold snacks? Actually do it? 
	

	Do they ever threaten to withhold meals? Actually do it?
	


	Have you ever missed or skipped a meal here? Why?
	

	Do you ever trade food with other people? 
	

	Do you ever feel like you haven’t had enough to eat?
	












	Treatment

	Do you know what your treatment plan requires? 
	






	Does your treatment plan require individual therapy?
	

	Do you receive individual therapy? 
	






	Who is your therapist? 
	



	How often do you see your therapist? How long are sessions?
	


	When is the last time you saw your therapist? 
	



	How are you spending therapy time?
	



	Does your treatment plan require you to attend any groups? Which groups? 
	



	Where are those groups held? How many residents?
	





	Facilitator(s) 
	

	How often are the groups held? How long do they last? 
	

	When was the last time you attended each group? 
	

	Are you getting PE? 
	

	Who is teaching PE?
	

	How often is PE held? How long does it last? 
	

	When was the last time you attended PE? 
	

	Is family therapy part of your treatment plan?
	

	Are you attending family therapy?
	

	Therapist?
	

	Is family therapy happening in person or over Zoom?
	

	How frequently are you receiving family therapy? 
	

	Are there any treatment requirements we haven’t talked about? 
	

	Do you ever miss scheduled treatment sessions because of lockdowns, being in BMU, other reasons?
	





	Communication

	Does your family find it easy or hard to stay in touch with you? Can you tell me more about that/any barriers they’ve encountered?
	

	Calls to Guardian #1? In/outgoing? Frequency?
	



	Calls to Guardian #2? In/outgoing? Frequency? 
	

	Visits with Guardian #1? Frequency? 
	



	Visits with Guardian #2? Frequency?
	


	Do you or your family have to pay for phone calls?
	

	Any other non-atty calls or visits?
	

	Calls to lawyer? In/outgoing? Frequency? 
	



	Are those calls private? 
	



	Visits with lawyer? Frequency?
	

	Mail from lawyer? Is that opened? Is it read or kept private?
	

	Mail w/ guardians? 
	

	Is that mail read? Is it censored? 
	

	Mail with others?
	

	Can you receive packages other than letters?
	

	Anyone you’d like to have visit or call, but haven’t?
	






	Medical Care

	Before you entered facility, did you have any health conditions?
	








	How were they managed? (Were you on any medication? Did you receive therapy/PT/OT? Did you see a doctor regularly for monitoring?) 
	







	Has that continued here? (Are you on any medication? Do you receive therapy/PT/OT? Do you see a doctor regularly for monitoring?)
	






	Have you had any health issues at the facility? What caused them?
	






	How were they managed? (medication? treatment?) Were you seen outside of the facility? By whom and what were their qualifications? Did you get any tests? 
	



	Has that continued? 
	



	Do you have any concerns about medical care you haven’t received?
	





	Physical Force

	While you have been at the facility, have you witnessed violence between other residents? Tell me about that. Was anyone injured? How did staff react?
	 

	What happens after violence between residents? 
	

	While you have been at facility, have you witnessed violence between other residents and staff members? Tell me about that. What brought it on? How did staff react? 
	

	What happens after violence between residents and staff? What happened to the youth involved?
	



	While you have been at the facility, have you experienced violence from other residents? Tell me about that.
	


	What happened after that? (break down by each individual incident)
	



	While you have been at the facility, have you experienced violence from staff members? Tell me about that. Was anyone injured?
	



	What happened after that? (break down by each individual incident - Were grievances filed? What happened with them?)
	

	Have you witnessed pepper spray being used against other residents? By whom and in what context? What happened after they were pepper sprayed? 
	

	Have you been pepper sprayed? By whom and in what context? What did that feel like? What happened after you were pepper sprayed? 
	

	Have you been exposed to pepper spray when it was not directed at you? By whom and in what context? What happened after you were exposed to pepper spray? Is there a regular practice (ie showers, eye wash) after pepper spray is used? Who does that extend to?
	

	Have you witnessed pepper ball guns being used against other residents? By whom and in what context? What happened after pepper ball guns were used? 
	

	Have pepper ball guns been used against you? By whom and in what context? What happened after pepper ball guns were used?  
	

	Have you witnessed mechanical restraints/handcuffs being used on other residents? By whom and in what context? How long? 
	

	Have you had mechanical restraints/handcuffs used on you? By whom and in what context? How long? Was this painful? Did the pain linger beyond the duration?
	







	Other Abuses

	Have you witnessed other residents being kept alone in their room or another room? 

For each incident: 
· How long? 
· Why?(punishment, cool down, self-harm concerns, etc)
· Who made the decision?
· Did they get showers? 
· School?
· PE? Other exercise?
· Time out of cell at all?
· Treatment groups or therapy? 
· Who decided when they would be released?
· Were they checked on? 
	

	Have you been kept alone in your room? 

For each incident: 
· How long? 
· Why?
· Who made the decision?
· Did you get showers? 
· School?
· PE? Other exercise?
· Time out of cell at all?
· Treatment groups or therapy? 
· Who decided when you would be released? Were you checked on?
	

	How often are you searched or patted down here? Can you describe what that process looks like? 
	




	Are there staff members who you avoid for searches or pat downs? 
	



	What was the search like when you got to the facility? Who searched you?
	










	What are searches like for court dates? When and where do they happen? Who searches you? 
	

	Have you ever had to remove or shift clothes for a search? Why? How often? Special circumstance or standard practice? Who performed it? Were other youth or staff present? Was it recorded? Documented?
	

	Have you experienced sexual assault, harassment, or abuse while at the facility? From whom? 
	

	Did you report any of it?  
	

	Did staff learn about it in any other way?
	

	How was that handled? What happened afterwards (to you and to the other person)? 
	





	Grievances

	Have you filed any grievances? 

For each grievance: 
· How did you file it? 
· What was it about?
· When did you file it?
· When was it addressed?
· Which staff member addressed it?
· Were you satisfied with the resolution? 
	

	Have your guardians or any other person filed any grievances on your behalf? 

For each grievance: 
· How did they file it? 
· What was it about?
· When did they file it?
· When was it addressed?
· Which staff member addressed it?
· Were you satisfied with the resolution? Were they?  
	




	Have you ever wanted to file a grievance, but been unable to do so? Have you ever been scared to do so? Why? 

 
	





	Have you ever been concerned about retaliation if you file a grievance? Why? From whom? 
	





	Has the OJA Advocate General been involved in the resolution of any of your grievances? 
	

	What did that process look like? 
	

	Do you feel like filing grievances is helpful for you? Why or why not? 
	









	Violations

	Have you received any minor violations while you’ve been at the facility? 
	

	How are you told that you’ve received a minor violation? (Make sure to identify any documentation received.) 
	




	After you receive a minor violation, do you have an opportunity to dispute the violation? What does that process look like? Did anyone help you with that? 
	





	Have you received any major violations while you’ve been at the facility? 
	





	How are you told that you’ve received a major violation? (Make sure to identify any documentation received.) 
	

	What major violations have you received? 
	

	After you receive a major violation, do you have an opportunity to dispute the violation? What does that process look like? Did anyone help you with that? 
	

	What consequences have you received for major violations? Were these the result of a deal if you confessed the violation? What could have happened if you didn’t?
	





	Do you feel like any of the violations you’ve received have been unfair? Tell me about that. 
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