
MYTH VS. FACT
Youth Transfer Laws

The public (90%) supports a focus on prevention and
rehabilitation rather than imprisonment, and strongly endorses a

variety of rehabilitation programs.  

Youth violent crime, including murder, is on the rise.
FACT

MYTH # 1

Today’s youth are less likely to be implicated in murder than
youth in the 1990s. The number of known youth homicide

offenders in 2010 was 1/3 the number in the 1994 peak.

MYTH #2

More youths are using firearms to commit crimes.

FACT

The number of youthful offenders who committed their
crime with a firearm fell 30% between 2007 and 2010.

MYTH #3

Youth transfer laws deter crime and prevent recidivism.
FACT

Studies show that youth transfer schemes have no proven
deterrent effect on crime and have caused increases in

recidivism across many jurisdictions.

MYTH #4

The public wants harsher punishments for youth.
FACT:

                 The above information was gathered from OJJDP & UCLA Law.                           
 (c) Office of Defense Services 2018 

This resource is being hosted by the Delaware Criminal Justice Council and the Office of Defense Services and is funded by the U.S. Department of Justice, Office of Justice programs,
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP), Federal Grant #:2016-ZE-FX-0009 FY16 Smart on Juvenile Justice: Enhancing Youth Access to Justice State Reform

Implementation Program


